Bay View Re-do
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Jim Knibbs has great fondness for the cottages of Bay
View. He’s been involved in a number of remodeling
projects there, from simple additions to total revamps.
No two surfaces in these century-old cottages are
square or plumb. Open up a wall, you'll likely

dry rot. Sill, these old places have special appeal

level,
find

for the Petoskey contractor.

I enjoy it because it's challenging to try to take

something that needs a lot of work and make it look

really nice when you're done,” he said. “Every single

item in there is a challenge. A lot of the guys around
here feel that way and enjoy working in Bay View.”

Its not unusual to find old cottages resting on
stumps, rocks or cedar posts, Knibbs said. In the case
of the Neithercut cottage, the structure had to be
placed on jacks as
built for

straight in the first place.

a new block pier foundation was
walls that had warped or had never been
A plus in the Neithercut project was being able to

install all new wiring and plumbing, which was easi-
er than trying to meld new with varying degrees of
antiquated, Knibbs said. Because all four bathrooms
scratch.

were relocated, he simply started from

NORTHERN HOME

When David and Suzu first inspected
the cottage, the dwelling had enough
daunting to keep most
prospective buyers away. For starters, there
In 1888, the builders
simply chopped down trees and erected
the cottage on the stumps. More than a
century later, when the Neithercuts peered
under the house, most of the scumps had
rotted away,
ture teetering precariously in midair.

In addition to the gravity problem,
David didn't like the way the stairway
sliced the cottage in half, creating small,
dark rooms. He told Suzu that if she
could create a floor plan that opened up
the rooms, he'd consider it. An interior
designer by trade, she scampered home to

deficiencies

was no foundation.

leaving sections of the struc-
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